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This study aims to analyze the various meanings 

contained in the song Dark Horse by Katty Perry. This 

research uses descriptive qualitative analysis method to 

conduct research. The research sample is a song entitled 

Dark Horse by Katty Perry with 12 stanzas of lyrics. The 

results of the study show that there are two dominant 

meanings in this song, namely denotative meaning and 

connotative meaning. The denotative meaning is the 

meaning according to the dictionary, while the 

connotative meaning is the implied meaning that 

interprets the overall context in the song. The general 

message contained in this song is to talk about love, don't 

hesitate in expressing love so you won't regret it later, but 

never betray love if you don't want that person to turn 

into a vicious “dark horse” that ravages your life. 

 
Abstrak 

Kata kunci: 

Denotatif, Konotatif, 

Lagu 

 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis berbagai 

makna yang terkandung dalam lagu Dark Horse karya 

Katty Perry. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode analisis 

deskriptif kualitatif untuk melakukan penelitian. Sampel 

penelitian adalah lagu berjudul Dark Horse karya Katty 

Perry dengan lirik sebanyak 12 bait. Hasil penelitian 

menunjukkan bahwa ada dua makna yang dominan 

dalam lagu ini, yaitu makna denotatif dan makna 

konotatif. Makna denotatif adalah makna menurut kamus, 

sedangkan makna konotatif adalah makna tersirat yang 

memaknai keseluruhan konteks dalam lagu. Pesan umum 

yang terkandung dalam lagu ini adalah berbicara tentang 

cinta, jangan ragu dalam mengungkapkan cinta agar tidak 

menyesal di kemudian hari, tetapi jangan pernah 

mengkhianati cinta jika tidak ingin orang itu berubah 

menjadi “kuda hitam” yang kejam. yang merusak hidup 

Anda. 
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INTRODUCTION   

Song is a tune and sound consisting of melody, lyrics, music arrangement, 

and notation. The song is not just a lyric song that arrangement of words into a 

sentence, but it is also a representation of the emotional composer and intent to 

express personal feelings like love, struggle, difficulty, jealously, feeling, and so 

on. The composer creates the song lyrics based on   life experience that tells about 

someone or another like a song Dark Horse by Katy Perry. There are some 

messages sent by the singer or composer to the listener with specific situation or 

context in song lyrics. People have to find out the meaning of the lyrics of the 

song that the singer wants to express to the listener (Hamdiana, 2015). 

Unfortunately, not all the lyrics of songs are easily understandable. 

When we listening to the music we connect our feelings, but there are some 

people just listen. They don't know the message and the meaning of the music; the 

song that they listen has a deep message. Furthermore, in understanding what is 

meant the lyrics song and the message contain in the song lyrics. We should learn 

about what kind of meaning of the song lyrics. There are many types of meaning 

in semantic, but in this paper the writer just use two types, namely denotative and 

connotative meaning. 

Dark Horse, which has sold more than 13 million copies worldwide, credits 

several songwriters, including Perry and Sarah Hudson, who wrote the lyrics, and 

rapper Juicy J, who wrote his verse. The track was produced by Dr. Luke, Max 

Martin and Cirkut, who created the beat in question during the week-long trial. 

The song Dark horse by Katty perry has a word that has a deep meaning and 

must be understood as a connotation, and it draws attention to researchers to grasp 

its denotative and connotative meaning. 

The contribution of this research is to find out the denotative meaning and 

connotative meaning on catty Parry's song titled "Dark Horse" 

Problem of Study 

1. How many types of meaning in the song of Dark Horse by Katty Perry? 

2. What is the dominant meaning in the song of Dark Horse by Katty Perry? 
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James R. Hurford, Brendan Heasley, & Michael B. Smith 2007) stated that a 

dictionary is a central part of writing in any language. A good ordinary home 

dictionary usually provides three types of information about a word. Speech 

information about how words are pronounced, part of speech (nouns, verbs, etc.) 

and grammatical (syntax and form) information about flexion changes (nouns, 

verbs, etc.). Semantic information is about the meaning of words (in case of 

multiple numbers or past tensions). 

James R. Hurford, Brendan Heasley, & Michael B. Smith defined semantics 

as the study of meaning in language.  

According to Leech (1974), there are seven types of meaning: denotative 

meaning (meaning by dictionary), connotative meaning (meaning by suggest of 

mind), social meaning (social context), affective or emotive meaning (convey 

about personal feeling), and reflected meaning (multiple conceptual meaning), 

connotative meaning (association of words), and thematic meaning (message of 

meaning). 

Leech (1981) defined denotative or cognitive meaning is widely assumed to 

be the central factor in linguistic communication, and he thinks it can be shown to 

be integral to the essential functioning of language in a way that other types of 

meaning are not (which is not to say that conceptual meaning is the most 

important element of every act of linguistic communication). 

Leech, Connotative meaning is the communicative value an expression has 

by virtue of what it refers to, over and above its purely conceptual content. If the 

word woman is defined conceptually by three features (+HUMAN, -MALE 

+ADULT), then the three properties 'human', 'adult, and 'female' must provide a 

criterion of the correct use of that word.  

Barker (2001:4), connotative meaning is the part of the meaning of a word 

and connotative has an implicit meaning. 

Arsiska Sari, The differences between denotative and connotative meaning 

are; denotative meaning is a real meaning based on dictionary. It means, it 

interprets directly a word, phrase, or sentence according dictionary. Meanwhile, 

connotation is about getting a meaning from a word, phrase, or sentence according 
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suggests, or what we associate the word with, that goes beyond its formal 

definitions.  

 

METHOD 

The research methodology that use in this paper is descriptive qualitative 

research. Researchers took sample from the lyrics of the Katy Perry song entitled 

Dark Horse which is the first single on the fourth Katy Perry’s studio album, 

Prism (2013). The data in this study are words and phrases that contain 

connotative and denotative meanings. The researchers collect the data in the 

following steps: 

1. Listening to the Dark Horse song from YouTube and download the lyrics 

from Google.  

2. Researchers read the lyrics thoroughly and repeatedly to find the data  

3. The writer looks for the words, phrases, and sentences that contain 

connotative and denotative meanings that appear in the lyrics songs. 

4. Making a list of the words, phrases or sentences that contain connotative and 

denotative meanings, then make a data 

5. Compiling the data into several parts based on classification.  

To test the validity of the data, the researcher got help from semantic and 

pragmatic lecturer in English education of state Islamic university of north 

Sumatera to check the results of this article. The researcher presented this article 

in front of the lecturer and classmates while being checked by the lecturer. This 

was important for the continuation of this article.  

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Researchers provide lyric of “Dark Horse” by Katty Perry below: 

“Dark Horse” 
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At lyrics that researchers found above, there are some words that have 

denotative and connotative meaning: 

Tabel 1. Data Presentation of Denotative and Connotative Meaning 

No Words Position Types of 

meaning 
Meaning 

1 Make me your 

Aphrodite 

 

Verse 3 Denotative  Aphrodite is a young god who is beautiful, 

attractive, and always elegantly dressed. 

Aphrodite is also a goddess who is known to 

wear jewelry on her body 

 
2 Dark House Title & 

Verse 8 

Connotative Someone who has power or influence that 

cannot be underestimated. 

3 A perfect 

storm 

Verse 9 Connotative  a perfect storm (not a real storm, but anger), 

the word storm in dictionary has meaning as 

very strong wind, rain hard. But the word 

storm here is not the true meaning of storm. 

But the word storm here means anger. 

4 Uh, she's a 

beast 

Verse 10 

line 1 

Connotative  (not a beast but a woman with a bad heart), 

it has a connotative meaning. The word 

beast here is not the true meaning of a beast 

but it means she is a wicked woman.  

 
5 She eats your 

heart out like 

Jeffrey 

Dahmer 

 

Verse 10 

line 3 

Connotative  Using the parable of Jeffrey Dahmer who is 

a serial killer 

6 She's sweet as 

pie 

Verse 11 Connotative  sometimes sweet 

7 She got me 

like a roller 

coaster 

Verse 12 

line 3 

Connotative  means something like up and down in her 

feeling 

8 Her love is 

like a drug 

Verse 12 

line 5 

Connotative  love is fun but ends in death, not real drugs 

9 Mark my 

words 

Verse 6 Connotative  Mark in dictionary means as a 'sign' or 

'characteristic'. But the word mark here is 

not the true meaning. It has a connotative 

meaning. The word mark means 'keep in 

mind'. So mark my words means 'keep my 

words in your mind'. 
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Based on the data above, it can be seen that there are two types of meanings 

in the song Dark horse Katy Perry which have denotative meaning and 

connotative meanings. Each of the lyrics and video clips has a characteristic 

language and gesture, which is explained by illustrating the role of a goddess or 

queen and supporting characters to describe the actual situation of the lyrics. The 

meaning of dark horse mentioned in the title is coded in descriptions such as "a 

person who has power or influence that cannot be underestimated". This starts 

from the beginning of the lyrics that say "MAKE ME YOUR APHRODITE" 

where APHRODITE means a young god who is beautiful, attractive, and always 

elegantly dressed. Aphrodite is also a goddess who is known to like to wear 

jewelry on her body with a body guard and the characteristics of an animal-headed 

casts, this song is like a story of power, love and worship. From this data analysis, 

it can be concluded that the dark horse song is encoded through connotative 

meaning. 

As mentioned in the lyrics " cause I'm coming at you like a “dark horse" 

Muler and Merbach that the intentional (connotative) meaning of a thing is a 

collection of characteristics or traits or qualities: 'A connotative definition gives 

meaning to a word by describing the general characteristics shared by all the 

things symbolized by the word. Cruse (2006), also defines that the definition 

includes issues of extension and intention. Extension means a linguistic form that 

includes all entities that can be represented by a form, such as the word animal 

can denote a tiger, lion, cat, and others that fall into the category of animals. In 

this research, this website is presented using connotative meaning. In this type of 

writing is descriptive text. This can be seen from the generic structure of the lyric 

text starting from the introduction and explanation per lyric which contains 

connotative meaning. This also appears in the use of stylistic features, using 

simple similes to describe the character of his influential power like a dark horse. 

Previous research about denotative and connotative meaning is already 

conducted in 2021. They find 10 lyrics that contain the denotative and connotative 

meaning in the nine songs of the “greatest showman album”. But, research on 

denotative and connotative meaning in the song "Dark Horse" is a new study and 
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there has been no previous research, this shows a new fact that this song also has 

denotative and connotative meanings that should be explored further. Comparing 

the study before, we know that there are some denotative and connotative 

meanings in several songs. 

 

CONCLUSION  

Based on our research, it can be concluded that this song have two dominant 

meanings in it, there are denotative and connotative meanings. The general 

meaning of this song is to talk about love, don't hesitate in expressing love so you 

won't regret it later, but never betray love if you don't want that person to turn into 

a vicious “dark horse” that ravages your life. 
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